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WILDLIFE, 
A   Valuable  Resource 


There  is  no  single  natural  resource  more  important  to  a  nation 
joMts  people  than  wildlife.  Without  the  fish  in  the  coastal  waters, 
in  the  lakes  and  the  clear  wilderness  streams  of  an  undeveloped 
continent,  without  the  deer  and  buffalo  and  wild  turkey  of  the  woods 
to_provide  food  for  the  explorers  and  settlers,  much  of  America  might 
still  be  in  wilderness  today. 

The  pioneerings  days  of  the  United  States  are  gone.  There  are 
few  sections  in  the  nation  where  a  road  or  a  railroad  does  not  run. 
But  wildlife  —  the  birds  and  animals  and  fish  —  still  play  an  important 
part  in  the  economic  and  social  life  of  our  country. 

.  Were  it  not  for  the  insect-eating  birds,  the  insects  would  multiply 
so  rapidly  that  within  a  few  years  there  would  not  be  a  tree  or  a  shrub 
or  a  green  leaf  left  on  the  earth,  and  all  animal  life  would  die.  Birds 
have  a  very  high  rate  of  metabolism,  that  is,  they  are  able  to  digest 
food  rapidly,  and  many  birds  eat  their  own  weight  in  insects  every  day. 
Tons  and  tons  of  flies,  mosquitoes,  plant  lice  and  other  harmful  insects 
are  destroyed  each  day  by  the  birds  in  Georgia.  Because  of  this,  all 
song  and  insectivorous  birds  are  protected  from  the  hunter's  gun 
the  year  round. 

Both  game  birds  and  animals  and  fish  are  a  valuable  food  item  in 
this  state.  There  are  many  Georgia  homes,  in  which  wild  game  and 
fish  are  the  principle  items  of  diet.  No  one  has  ever  computed  the 
value  in  dollars  that  these  families  save  by  catching  fish  or  killing 
rabbits,  deer  or  other  game,  but  the  figures  must  be  astounding.  All 
fish  except  trout  may  be  taken  throughout  the  year,  but  game  I  irds 
and  animals  may  be  taken  legally  only  in  season. 

One  wildlife  value  which  cannot  be  measured  in  mone)  is  the 
recreational  value.  Hunting  and  fishing  furnishes  relaxation  noi  found 
in  any  other  sport.    There  is  no  medicine  for  tired  bodies  oi    wear) 


minds  better  than  a  day  in  the  woods  or  beside  some  stream  or  quiet 
lake.  There  is  no  better  way  to  renew  your  contact  with  the  infinite. 
There  is  no  other  recreation  from  which  you  may  go  home  refreshed 
and  calm  and  prepared  for  the  daily  adventure  we  call  living. 

In  addition  to  those  things,  wildlife  is  a  source  of  revenue  for  our 
state.  Furs  from  such  animals  as  the  mink,  raccoon,  muskrat,  and 
opossum  annually  bring  two  millions  of  dollars  to  Georgia.  This  goes 
largely  into  the  pockets  of  farm  families.  There  are  few  commercial 
trappers  who  depend  solely  on  their  income  from  fur. 

The  biggest  business  of  our  coast  is  the  seafood  industry.  Fish, 
oysters,  crabmeat,  shad  and  terrapins  are  the  principal  source  of 
income.  They  increase  the  wealth  of  the  state  by  some  eight  millions 
of  dollars  each  year,  money  which  goes  into  the  pockets  of  the  fisher- 
men, tongers,  pickers,  and  other  labor  as  well  as  for  gasoline,  boats, 
motors  and  to  the  retailers  in  the  industry. 

Those  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  wildlife  is  a  valuable  natural 
resource  to  our  state. 


A  small  percentage  of  Georgia  is  swampland.  This  drowned  wilderness,  lying  along 
the  Altamaha  River,  and  crisscrossed  with  cane  ridges  and  oak  flats,  is  one  of  the 
finest  habitats  for  such  game  as  deer,  wild  turkey,  ducks  and  squirrels  in  the  state. 


WHY  LAWS  FOR  WILDLIFE  PROTECTION 
ARE  NECESSARY 


There  are  many  who  wonder  why  many  laws  and  regulations  must 
be  set  up  for  the  protection  of  our  wildlife  resources.  They  say  that 
half  a  century  ago  when  there  were  no  laws,  game  was  more  plentiful. 
That  statement  is  true.  But  conditions  fifty  years  ago  and  conditions 
today  are  as  different  as  the  oxcart  and  the  airplane. 

;Today_there  are  twenty  times  as  many  hunters  as  there  were  at  the 
turn  of  the  century.  The  vast  wilderness  areas,  where  game  birds  and 
animals  could  range  unmolested,  are  gone.  Roads  now  penetrate  into 
almost  every  nook  and  cranny  of  the  state.  Today  it  is  easier  and 
quicker  to  travel  three  hundred  miles  than  it  was  to  travel  thirty 
miles  then.  Hunting  dogs  are  more  numerous  and  more  skillfully 
trained.  Rifles  and  shotguns  and  shells  are  more  accurate  and  deadly. 
Unlessjiirds  and  animals  are  given  a  chance  to  grow  their  families  to 
maturity,  they  have  little  chance  of  survival. 

That  it  why  it  is  necessary  to  allow  only  a  short  period  during  the 
year  for  hunting.    That  is  why  laws  must  be  established  to  punish 


Within    recent  years  the   alligator   has   assumed   the   role   of   a   necessary   reptile    in 

Georgia   waters.    They    have    been    found    to    destroy   the    predatory    fish    and    other 

unwanted    life   in    Georgia   streams   and    lakes.   They   are   on   the    protected    list   and 

may    not    be    killed    or    otherwise    molested. 


The  raccoon  furnishes  sport  and  meat  to  thousands  of  Georgians,  and  his  fur  is 
a  valuable  commodity  on  the  lists  of  the  big  fur  houses.  He  is  a  creature  of  the 
swamps  and  big  woods,  and  spends  his  days  asleep  in  his  den  tree,  his  nights  abroad 

in   search   of  food. 


the  person  who  steals  game  by  killing  it  out  of  season  or  taking  it  by 
wholesale  methods. 

A  perfect  law  must  accomplish  two  purposes.  It  must  give  the 
birds  and  animals  a  chance  to  multiply  and  increase  to  the  carrying 
capacity  of  the  land.  It  must  give  the  hunter  the  maximum  amount 
of  hunting  as  long  as  he  is  harvesting  only  the  surplus  game.  Rigid 
observation  of  these  two  conditions  will  allow  the  game  supply  to 
increase. 


Laws  and  regulations  must  be  changed  to  fit  prevailing  situations. 
Limits  may  be  increased  where  the  game  supply  is  abundant,  and 
decreased  where  the  game  is  scarce.  Seasons  must  be  shortened  when 
more  hunters  are  on  hand  for  the  harvest.  Sometimes  a  species  must 
be  protected  entirely  when  it  is  threatened  with  extinction. 

Certain  fundamental  laws,   however,  are  basic  and  must  remain 


Black   bears    are    rapidly    becorring    an    impc  tant   game    animal    in    the   state 

The  season  on  these  big  fur  bears  is  in   late  fall   and  winter.     They  are  founr 

in    the   extreme    northern    and    southern    sections    of   the    state. 
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nd 


?tTblack  bears      Nntir*  Ji,'0?  ?P  ^^  *»*•"»•■■  areas  are  being  stocked 

'  the    trunk   h^J *SKf£. tna*  the   gangers  have  taken   a  safe  position   on  top 

the   truck   before  open.ng   the   gate   to   allow   the   shaggy   bruin   to   go   free. 


Raccoons  are  taken  by  dogs  and  traps.  The  most  popular  method   is  with  hounds. 
Coon    hunters   are   numerous   throughout  the   state,   and   smetimes   can    boast   of   a 
night's  catch   such   as  this. 


constant.  Hunting  at  night  with  a  light  is  one.  The  first  game  law 
ever  passed  in  Georgia  was  set  up  in  1790  and  prohibited  hunting 
deer  at  night  with  a  light.  The  penalty  was  twenty  lashes  well  laid  on 
the  bare  back.  Most  birds  and  animals  will  not  run  when  blinded 
by  a  light,  and  are  easily  killed.  A  species  may  be  quickly  exterminated 
by  this  unsportsmanlike  method. 

Baiting  and  poisoning  are  other  noxious  practices  which  result 
in  the  taking  of  game  by  wholesale  methods  and  which  will  threaten 
the  supply.  Oversized  guns,  trapping,  netting,  taking  of  eggs  and 
killing  of  the  young,  and  in  many  instances,  the  killing  of  the  female, 
are  not  nearly  so  destructive,  but  they  are  classed  as  illegal  and  \  i<  ions. 


Every  hunter  and  fisherman  should  study  the  game  laws  of  his 
state  and  abide  by  them  and  see  that  others  stay  within  them.  In  this 
manner  he  can  help  his  game  law  enforcement  agent  and  havd  more 
game  and  more  fish  for  the  pleasure  of  all. 
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GEORGIA'S  SYSTEM 

The  first  inclusive  game  laws  in  Georgia  were  passed  in  1911. 
Since  that  date  the  legislature  has  from  time  to  time  made  changes 
in  regulations,  licenses  and  taxes  and  in  methods  of  operating  the 
department.  The  last  change  was  made  in  1943,  when  the  General 
Assembly  set  up  a  State  Game  and  Fish  Commission  of  eleven  repre- 
sentatives, one  from  each  congressional  district  and  one  from  the 
state  at  large.  This  commission  was  given  authority  to  regulate  the 
manner  and  method  of  taking  game,  to  select  qualified  personnel  and 
to  operate  the  department  free  from  outside  influence.  The  commis- 
sioners are  appointed  by  the  Governor,  confirmed  by  the  State  Senate 
and  serve  seven-year  terms. 

The  Director  serves  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Commission.  The 
organization  under  the  Director  consists  of  five  main  divisions,  game 
management,  fish  management,  coastal  fisheries,  investigations  and 
Pittman-Robertson.  Under  the  Chief  of  Game  Management  are  the 
five  district  offices  in  geographical  divisions  of  the  state.  The  rangers, 
or  law  enforcement  agents,  work  directly  under  the  district  chiefs. 

The  fish  hatcheries  and   fish  stocking  program   come   under   the 


Bass  streams  of  the  Coastal  Plain  abound  with  bass,  bream,  jackfish  and  other  kinds 
of  game  fish.  There  are  few  pleasures  equal  to  a  day  of  floating  down  such  a 
river  as  this  and  casting  under  the  bushes  and  against  the  shores  for  a  "mess" 
of  fish.  A  .fighting  lunkei*  out  of  the  dark  waters  provides  a  thrill  that  will  remain 
long    after  the   platter   of  fried    bass    is   forgotten. 


division  of  fish  management.  This  division  also  carries  on  experi- 
mental activities  on  the  streams  and  lakes  of  the  state  to  determine 
the  best  programs  and  policies  to  follow  for  the  improvement  of 
fishing. 

The  coastal  fisheries  division  watches  over  the  tide  water  areas 
of  the  state.  Boats  and  an  airplane  are  kept  on  constant  patrol  to 
protect  the  waters  closed  to  fishing.  Under  this  division  comes  the 
jurisdiction  of  all  seafood  products,  as  shrimp,  oysters,  crabs,  and 
terrapins.  Experiments  are  conducted  to  determine  the  best  proce- 
dure for  improving  and  increasing  this  resource. 

The  division  of  investigation  works  on  special  cases,  checks  on 
personnel,  and  takes  care  of  all  special  work  but  does  not  come  under 
the  routine  of  the  district  offices. 

The  Pittman-Robertson  division  carries  out  the  program  for  which 
special  federal  funds  are  allotted.  This  includes  studies  of  game 
species  and  conditions,  game  surveys,  development  of  state-owned 
lands  and  lands  under  lease  to  the  Game  and  Fish  Commission,  and 


Growing  in  popularity  in  Georgia  is  the  hunting  of  deer  and  other  game  with  bow 
and  arrow.  Each  year  the  modern  Robin  Hoods  hold  a  hunt  in  the  Blue  Ridge 
mountains.  For  several  years  the  kills  have  been  light,  but  no  group  of  hunters 
ever  had  more  fun  than  those  who  carry  with  them  the  long  bow  and  steel  tipped 
arrows  to  get  their  game. 
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cooperation  with  other  agencies  in   the  improvement  of  game   con- 
ditions. 

Cooperation  with  federal  agencies  not  handled  under  Pittman- 
Robertson  include  the  game  management  areas  oi  the  Chattahoochee 
National  Forest,  under  lease  agreement  with  the  United  States  Forest 
Service.  Some  150,000  acres  are  set  aside  on  the  national  forest  in  the 
mountain  counties.  One  ranger  is  assigned  to  patrol  each  of  the  five 
areas,  and  report  directly  to  a  supervisor. 

Fifteen  years  ago  deer  were  planted  on  the  management  areas. 
These  have  spread  out  into  the  mountain  counties  and  today  eleven 
counties  of  the  Blue  Ridge  are  opened  to  a  short  deer  season.  The 
streams  on  the  management  areas  are  opened  to  limited  trout  fishing 
throughout  the  summer  months. 

The  public  relations  unit  of  the  department  answers  all  inquiries, 
furnishes  news  items  of  unusual  interest,  works  with  game  and  con- 
servation clubs  in  programs  and  activities,  provides  movies,  motion 
pictures  and  other  illustrative  material  for  schools  and  other  organiza- 
tions for  conservation  work. 

Other  government  agencies  cooperating  with  the  Game  and  Fish 
Commission  are  the  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  on  migratory 
birds  and  management  of  lands,  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  on 
improvement  of  game   conditions   in   the   soil   conservation    districts, 


All  deer  taken  out  of  the  Management  Areas  on  the  annual  organized  hunts  are 
weighed  and  measured  carefully.  Analysis  is  also  made  of  the  food  and  habitat,  in 
order  that  deer   management  practices   may   be   placed   on   a   strict   scientific   basis. 
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This  is  the  prairie  land  of  the  Okefenokee  Swamp.  Vast  reaches  of  flooded  open 
land  inside  the  boundaries  of  the  swamp  furnish  a  protected  winter  home  for 
ducks.     Excellent  fish   abound    in   the   lakes   and    patches   of   open    water   bordering 

the   prairies. 


the  National  Park  Service  on  game  law  enforcement,  the  Extension 
Service  on  education  and  wildlife  camps  for  the  boys  and  girls. 

THE  WILDLIFE  RANGER 

One  of  the  important  cogs  in  the  organization  is  the  wildlife 
ranger.  This  man  has  the  position  formally  occupied  by  the  game 
warden  and  then  the  game  protector.  He  was  officially  vested  with 
his  new  title  by  the  1943  legislature,  which  created  the  commission. 

The  ranger's  job  is  in  the  fields  and  woods  and  along  the  lakes 
and  streams  of  Georgia.  He  watches  over  the  game  birds  and  animals 
during  the  breeding  season,  then  over  the  parents  and  young  until 
the  legal  seasons  open.  He  contacts  hunters  in  the  field  to  check 
bag  limits  and  see  that  no  hunter  takes  more  than  his  fair  share. 
He  checks  licenses,  examines  guns  for  size  and  capacity,  removes  illegal 
baskets  and  nets  from  the  streams  and  traps  from  the  field.  Man) 
nights  he  remains  in  the  woods,  watching  for  the  thieves  who  hunt 
game  at  night  with  a  light.    He  meets  with  game  clubs,   organizes 
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groups  of  boys  and  girls  into  conservation  clubs.  Those  found  hunting 
or  fishing  illegally,  he  brings  into  court,  where  they  are  made  to  pay 
a  proper  penalty  for  such  thievery. 

The  wildlife  ranger's  job  is  a  satisfactory  one,  for  he  works  in 
harmony  with  the  earth  and  the  creatures  of  the  earth.  He  lives  close 
to  the  harshness  of  the  wilderness,  and  close  to  its  beauty.  He  is 
working  at  the  task  of  having  more  game  and  more  fish  for  the 
sportsmen  who  have  an  occasional  day  out  in  Georgia's  wilderness. 

THE  HATCHERIES 

The  Game  and  Fish  Commission  operates  five  fish  hatcheries  in 
the  state.  These  are  located  at  Richmond  Hill,  in  Bryan  County,  at 
Bowen's  Mill,  in  Ben  Hill  County,  Deer  Creek,  near  Cuthbert  in 
Randolph  County,  near  Rutledge  in  Walton  County,  and  at  Summer- 
ville  in  Chattooga  County.  These  hatcheries  provide  some  five  mil- 
lion fish  each  year  for  the  waters  of  Georgia.    The  species  are  large 


The  fox,  classified  by  some  as  a  game  animal  supreme,  by  others  as  a  vicious 
predator,  is  found  from  the  mountains  to  the  sea.  Where  their  ranks  become  too 
numerous  and  are  a  threat  to  the  small  game  birds  and  animals,  control  is  neces- 
sary. Where  they  are  over  abundant,  an  epidemic  of  rabies  sometimes  breaks  out 
among  the  foxes,  causing  live  stock  losses  and  even  becomes  a  threat  to  human 
lives.  The  fox  is  an  animal  about  which  there  is  probably  more  controversy  than 
any   other   game   animal   of  the   state. 
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mouth  bass,  small  mouih  bass,  bream,  crappie,  and  rainbow,  brown 
and  brcok  trout.  The  trout  are  produced  from  eggs  shipped  by  the 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  to  the  Summerville  Hatchery.  There  they 
are  placed  in  troughs,  hatched  out  and  raised  from  a  par  of  eyes 
and  a  wiggle  to  seven  inch  legal  sized  trout  before  being  placed  in 
the  mountain  streams.  In  addition,  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
maintains  a  rearing  station  at  Rock  Creek,  where  trout  are  grown 
to  legal  size  before  plant  ng. 

The  other  hatcheries  are  used  to  raise  warm  water  fish  for  restock- 
ing purposes.  Most  of  these  fish  are  planted  in  private  ponds  con- 
taining new  or  unstocked  waters.  Fingerling  fish  do  not  survive  in 
streams  or  other  waters  which  contain  larger  fish.  The  private  ponds 
themselves  stock  the  waters  of  the  state  when  fish  go  over  the  spill- 
ways or  are  washed  into  the  streams.  Georgians  have  averaged  build- 
ing 1,000  new  ponds  each  year  for  the  past  five  years  and  the  stocking 
of  these  has  proved  the  most  satisfactory  manner  of  stocking  the 
streams. 

The   quail   farm   located   in   DeKalb   County,    produces   from    ten 


For  years  a  colony  of  beavers  remained  hidden  on  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the 
Flint  River  in  southwest  Georgia.  When  they  were  discovered  and  pl;ced  on  the 
protected  list,  the  colony  began  to  grow  and  spread  into  other  streams  on  the 
watershed.  Today  this  fur  animal  which  was  largely  responsible  for  the  early 
exploration  of  the  North  American  continent,  is  being  trapped  alive  and  stocked 
in  other  streams  of  the  state.  He  is  now  a  permanent  resident  of  many  Georgia 
counties,  and  will  some  day  again  be  an  important  factor  in  the  state's  fur  industry 
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Raccoon  hides  have  a  market  value  that  each  season  sends  hundreds  of  Georgia 
trappers  into  the  forests  to  supplement  their  income.  Most  of  the  animals  are 
taken  by  farm  boys,  but  coon  hunting  is  not  confined  to  the  farmers  alone.  Many 
urbanites  keep  a  pack  of  coon  dogs  and  use  them  often  on  the  cold  winter  nights. 


to  twenty  thousand  quail  and  quail  eggs  a  year.  These  are  sent  out 
to  4-H  Club  boys  and  girls  who  raise  the  eggs  under  bantam  hens, 
or  raise  the  chicks  into  mature  birds  for  release  in  a  protected  area 
near  the  school.  This  does  not  materially  increase  the  quail  supply 
in  the  state,  but  it  goes  a  long  way  toward  teaching  the  future  sports- 
men and  sportswomen  the  value  of  quail  and  of  creating  an  interest 
which  will  pay  dividends  to  future  hunting. 


THE  GEORGIA  COAST 

The  Division  of  Coastal  Fisheries  was  set  up  for  the  protection 
of  the  seafood  products  on  the  Georgia  coast.  Five  years  ago  the 
oyster  industry  had  reached  an  all  time  low  in  the  state.  Oysters 
were  being  gathered  and  shipped  out  of  polluted  areas.    There  was 
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Rangers    measure    two    beauties    for    size,     "^hese    fish,    planted    by    the    state, 

were  two-year  olds.     Under   prcoer   manage,  lent,   fish    will   grow   from    one   to 

three  pounds  the  first  year  they   are   planted    in   a   pond. 
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no  control  and  the  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service  had  stopped  all  out- 
of-state  shipments  of  Georgia  oysters. 

The  State  Department  of  public  health  put  on  an  inspector  to 
work  with  the  Supervisor  of  Coastal  Fisheries,  all  polluted  areas 
were  closed  with  heavy  fines  to  any  person  found  fishing  them,  a 
rigid  health  inspection  was  imposed  on  all  oyster  houses  and  within 
a  year  most  of  the  dealers  were  replanting  shells  in  areas  which  had 
been  depleted  of  both  their  oysters  and  oyster  beds. 

Today  some  thirty  oyster  houses  operate  on  the  coast  and  shipments 
are  made  to  many  states  of  the  nation.  This  program  of  control  is 
rigidly  enforced  by  both  the  Commission  and  the  Health  Department. 

The  diamond  back  terrapin  was  once  an  item  of  revenue  for  the 
coast.  These  terrapins,  delicate  of  flavor  and  highly  priced,  were 
practically  exterminated.  Five  years  ago,  some  fifteen  thousand  of 
them  were  again  planted,  put  on  the  protected  list,  and  today  the 
terrapin  has  again  become  an  important  salt  water  food  commodity. 

The  crab  meat  industry  has  grown  in  importance  during  recent 
years.   Thousand  of  pounds  of  meat  from  this  crustacean  is  picked  and 


GAME  PRESERVE 

THIS  UNO  IS  POSTED 

JH  NO  HUNTING  « 

I         -«MS  MANAGEMENT  AREA 


Protected  areas,  where  game  may  be  raised  in  safety,  are  appearing  all  over 
the  state.  These  tracts,  which  range  in  size  from  five  to  a  hundred  thousand  acres, 
act  as  reservoirs  out  of  which  game  birds  and  animals  overflow  to  adjoining  lands. 
This  area,  in  Pickens  County,  was  stocked  with  deer  under  cooperative  agreement 
by  state  and  fderal  game  departments  and  has  the  zealous  support  of  hunters  who 
live  around  its  boundaries. 
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shipped  each  year.  In  certain  seasons  this  meat  brings  as  high  as  two 
dollars  a  pound  on  the  eastern  markets.  One  crab  factory  alone  in 
Georgia  has  a  payroll  larger  than  the  local  pulp  and  paper  mill.  The 
crab  gives  work  to  hundreds  of  people  and  helps  to  increase  the 
income  of  Georgia's  tide  water  counties. 

Probably  the  most  important  salt  water  commercial  industry  of 
the  coast  is  the  shrimp  fishery.  Between  fifteen  and  twenty  million 
pounds  of  shrimp  are  taken  out  of  Georgia  waters  each  year  and 
sent  to  the  tables  of  the  nation.  Most  of  these  shrimp  are  sold  "green" 
or  fresh.  Others  are  canned  or  frozen.  This  shrimp  "pack"  goes  all 
over  the  country.  One  commercial  packer  puts  up  his  shrimp  under 
thirty  or  more  labels. 

The  fishing  fleet  in  Georgia  waters  is  comprised  of  some  508 
vessels,  and  shrimpers  go  out  from  Georgia  ports  the  year  round.  These 
trawlers,  with  their  75  foot  nets  follow  the  mature  shrimp  out  into 
the  Atlantic  and  sometimes  bring  in  catches  of  40  bushels  for  the 
days  work. 

That  is  Georgia's  growing  seafood  industry  in  an  oyster  shell. 


A  group  of  State  Wildlife  Rangers.  These  uniformed  men  patrol  the  fields  and 
streams  throughout  the  year,  watching  for  game  thieves  who  steal  deer  or  quail 
out  of  season,  hunt  with  lights  at  night,  dynamite  fishing  holes  and  follow  other 
illegal  practices  to  rob  their  neighbors  of  legal  sport  in  the  fields  and  forests  and 
in  the  waters  of  the  state.  The  wildlife  rangers'  job  is  often  dangerous  and  difficult, 
but  the  law  abiding  citizen  is  gradually  coming  to  recognize  him  as  a  friend,  and 
each  year  is  giving  him  more  support  in  his  arduous  task  of  enforcing  the  game  laws. 
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PITTMAN-ROBERTSON 

Until  1943,  Georgia  was  not  eligible  to  participate  in  Pittman- 
Robertson  federal  funds.  That  year  the  legislature  passed  a  law 
specifying  that  all  monies  collected  as  a  result  of  the  department's 
activities  would  be  set  up  as  a  "game  fund"  and  used  for  the  protec- 
tion and  increase  of  Georgia's  game  supply.  The  state  had  already 
lost  some  $75,000  as  a  result  of  failure  to  pass  such  a  law.  Since  1943, 
Georgia  has  collected  from  the  federal  government  $198,050.87  which 
was  used  directly  and  indirectly  to  build  better  hunting. 

The  outstanding  accomplishments  under  the  Pittman-Robertson 
program  to  date  include  the  purchase  and  planting  of  85,981  pounds 
of  lespedeza  serecia  and  bicolor  seeds  and  1,403,416  plants  to  place 
on  farms  in  the  soil  conservation  districts,  the  purchase  and  trapping 
of  450  deer  for  liberation  in  parts  of  Georgia  where  the  deer  had  been 
killed  out  years  ago,  the  trapping  and  replanting  of  90  beaver  to  14 
areas  in  the  state,  the  study  of  the  game  resources  with  reference  to 
location  and  abundance  of  the  game  birds  and  animals,  the  develop- 
ment of  such  areas  as  the  76,000  acre  preserve  of  Jones,  Jasper  and 
Putnam  Counties  and  37,000  acres  of  preserve  in  Ware  County,  both 
under  lease  from  the  old  Resettlement  Administration,  and  the  study 


A   good   catch   out  of   Georgia   waters.     Bass    (sometimes    locally   called   trout),   and 

crappie,  taken  from  a  managed  fish  pond.  These  impounded  waters  provide  fun  and 

relaxation  for  the  family  and   meat  for  the  table. 
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The  State  wildlife  ranger  is  the  quail's  best  friend.  This  ranger  found  a  young 

quail  in  the  road  and  returned   it  to  the  rest  of  the  brood   by  the  roadside.   He 

watches  over  the  quail,  as  well  as  the  other  game,   in   season   and   out. 
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of  specific  game  problems  as  the  marsh  hen,  about  which  little  infor- 
mation had  ever  been  gathered. 

The  Pittman-Robertson  staff  is  now  manned  by  experts  and  tech- 
nical men  who  have  devoted  their  schooling  and  their  lives  to  game 
management  work. 

FINANCES 

The  State  Game  and  Fish  Commission  is  financed  entirely  by  the 
revenue  derived  from  hunting  and  fishing  licenses,  tax  on  seafood 
products,  and  special  fees.  It  does  not  receive  any  appropriation  or 
allotment  from  the  general  fund.  The  records  show  that  since  1943, 
the  year  the  Commission  was  appointed,  the  revenue  has  been  in- 
creased from  $142,097.00  to  $418,488.75. 

The  monies  thus  taken  are  placed  back  into  the  operation  and 
expansion  of  the  department.  Since  1943,  two  new  hatcheries  have 
been  put  into  operation,  the  number  of  wildlife  rangers  increased  by 
300%,  five  district  offices  set  up  in   the  state,   the    coastal     fisheries 


Catching  and  processing  of  seafood  is  an  important  industry  along  the  Georgia 
coast.  Many  thousands  of  dollars  are  invested  in  boats  and-other  fishing  equipment, 
in  factories  where  crabmeat,  shrimp,  oysters  and  fish  are  prepared  for  shipment 
to  southern  and  eastern  markets.  Crabs  and  shrimp  are  the  most  important  of 
these  items  at  present,  and  oysters  are  rapidly  on  their  way  to  the  front  as  a 
valuable  salt  water  food  of  the   Georgia  coast. 
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organization  more  than  tripled  and  its  outmoded  equipment  re- 
placed, all  men  placed  in  uniform  and  Pittman-Robertson  activities 
expanded  to  five  times  its  original  scope. 

THE  VIOLATOR 

No  report  would  be  complete  without  a  word  about  the  game  law 
violator.  This  criminal  who  steals  game  from  honest  sportsmen  is 
sometimes  tolerated  by  communities  who  would  rise  up  in  arms  if 
the  same  person  habitually  stole  money  or  property  from  the  citizens. 
Yet  both  crimes  are  the  same,  and  both  are  expensive  to  landowner, 
taxpayer  and  sportsman. 

Some  of  the  game  law  violations  which  take  a  vicious  toll  oi 
Georgia  game  each  year  are  shooting  doves  over  baited  fields,  killing 
bucks,  does  and  fawn  deer  at  night  with  a  light,  killing  young  turkeys, 
baby  quail  and  fawns  in  the  summer  months  before  they  are  half 
grown,  poisoning  and  dynamiting  fish  and  trapping  game. 

As  long  as  these  practices  are  tolerated  by  honest  citizens,  the 
game  supply  will  continue  to  dwindle  and  reduced  seasons,  bag  limits 
and  other  restrictive  regulations  will  be  necessary.  It  is  therefore 
necessary  that  every  person  who  loves  hunting  and  fishing  work  with 
the  Commission  toward  the  elimination  of  this  game  thievery. 


sSffct 


One   wildlife    ranger    is    assigned    to    each    game    management    area    located    within 

the    boundaries    of   the    Chattahoochee    National    Forest.    These    rangers    travel    by 

horseback  and  cover  most  of  the  area  unde-  their  supervision  almost  daily. 
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SPORTSMANSHIP 

In  all  of  its  programs,  the  personnel  of  the  Game  Commission 
stresses  sportsmanship,  which  is  the  most  important  equipment  the 
hunter  or  fisherman  can  have  along  on  his  trip.  Sportsmanship  is 
honesty  in  the  woods  and  on  the  streams.  It  is  putting  to  use  the 
golden  rule  applied  to  a  gun  or  a  rod.  It  is  the  only  practice  that 
will  guarantee  full  and  complete  enjoyment  of  the  wilderness  and  its 
creatures.  It  is  something  every  man  should  have  in  his  heart  for  his 
own  contentment,  as  well  as  for  the  benefit  of  all  those  who  love 
the  out  of  doors. 


COMMISSION  PROGRAM 

A  three  year  program  as  set  up  by  the  Commission  includes  many 
expanded  services  in  game  and  fish  protection  and  management  on  a 


Quail    raised    on  wire  do  not  thrive  successfully  in  the  Wilderness.  These  birds,  hand- 
raised  and  hand-fed  do  not  know  their  natural  enemies  and  unless  food  is  abundant 
when   they   are   released,   will   starve.     The   output   of   the    Georgia    Quail    Farm    is, 
therefore,   used   for  educational    purposes. 
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state-wide  basis.    The  Commission  has  proposed  by  1950  to: 

1.  Place  a  qualified  ranger  in  every  county  of  the  state. 

2.  Establish  an  additional  hatchery  in  east  Georgia. 

3.  Build  rearing  pools  for  trout  at  the  five  ranger  stations  in  the 
management  areas. 

4.  Purchase  three  experimental  tracts  where  proper  game  manage- 
ment practices  may  be  demonstrated  for  those  who  wish  to 
increase  the  game  supply  on  their  own  lands. 

5.  Establish  a  chair  of  game  management  at  the  University,  where 
our  technical  men  may  be  trained  in  southern  problems  of 
game  and  fish  management. 

6.  Expand  all  existing  facilities  to  meet  the  growing  demands  for 
better  protection,  more  stocking  of  game  and  fish  and  research 
for  knowedge  upon  which  to  base  sound  planning  [or  the  future. 


Many  fine  bird  dogs  are  trained  in  Georgia.  These  bird  dogs  compete   in  field  trials 

from  Canada  to  the  Gulf  coast.  Those  not  used  as  trial  stock  are  trained  for  work 

with    wagons   and    horses   or   to    hunt   with    a    man    afoot.    These    two    pointers    are 

typical  of  many  Georgia   dogs. 
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A  part  of  the  program  for  game  management  is  controlled  burning.  Burning  the 
forests  may  be  done  without  harm  or  injury  to  the  trees  themselves  if  the  proper 
precautions  are  taken  to  burn  when  the  brush  is  wet  and  there  is  no  wind. 
Burning  helps  to  control  the  rodents  as  well  as  i  oviding  seeds  from  the  leguminous 
plants   as  food   for  the   creatures   of  the   wilderness. 
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LICENSES  SOLD   19431947 


(Fishing  ...44,885 

1943-44/ 

(Hunting  .39,570 


(  Fishing  ___6 1,051 

1944-45  I 

I  Hunting  _.  57,094 


(Fishing  83,348 

1945-46  1 

{  Hunting  ..  86,508 


(Fishing  .118,361 

946-47  } 


U 


unting  _ .  142,253 


INCOME  19431947 

1943-44     Net  Income  $142,097.00 

1944-45     Net  Income  $196,945.57 

1 945-46     Net  Income  $294,230.46 

1946-47     Net  Income  $404,164.23 
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THE   USE   OF  THE   SPORTSMAN'S   DOLLAR 


STATE  OF  GEORGIA. 


DISTRICT   HEADQUARTERS 
Mountain   District.  .  .Gainesville,  Ga. 

Piedmont   District Griffin,   Ga. 

Plains  District Thomson,  Ga. 

Flint  River  District Albany,  Ga. 

Coastal   District Jesup,  Ga. 


UsCTuemmtloTi  (P/ed&e 


I  GIVE    MY 

PLEDGE    AS    AN    AMERICAN 

TO    SAVE    AND    FAITHFULLY  TO 

DEFEND   FROM   WASTE    THE 

NATURAL    RESOURCES    OF 

MY    COUNTRY  -    ITS    SOIL 

AND   MINERALS,   ITS 

A  FORESTS,   WATERS, 

*  AND   WILDLIFE  * 


LfBrcARfES 
OF  ft*."  i 


Additional  Copies  of  this  Booklet  may  be 
secured  from  the 

Georgia  State  Game  and  Fish  Commission, 
412  State  Capitol, 
Atlanta,  Georgia. 
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